ROBBINS PARK DISTRICT
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 31, 2026, 6PM
13650 CLAIRE BLVD, ROBBINS, IL 60472

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT OTHERS PRESENT
Ryan Buckley Sheila Inman, Secretary

Terry Lee Lina Shepard, Interim Executive Director
Bobby Murphy
Gilbert Shepard

ABSENT
Angelia Murphy-Watts

QUORUM ESTABLISHED? Yes

CALLTO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Secretary Inman called the special meeting to order at the Robbins Park District, 13650 Claire Blvd, Robbins, IL at 6:05 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Upon aroll call Commissioners Buckley, Lee, Murphy and Shepard were present.

Vice President Shepard conducted the meeting in absence of President Murphy-Watts.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None discussed

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Shaun Winston, Territory Manager of Great Southern Recreation, gave a visual presentation and hand-outs on his organization. He
showed several samples of their playgrounds and water play installations, including a new one being built at the Calumet Park,
Ilinois Recreation Center.

PRESENTATION OF PROGRAMMING & RECREATION COMMITTEE
Commissioner Murphy proposed leasing ComEd property at 13412 Kolin Ave to use for youth sports programs, including creating a

baseball diamond at that location. The lease requires the park district to complete a checklist of items including having a survey of
the land done at the park district’s expense and paying an annual fee of $2,500 to ComEd for use of land. In turn ComEd will develop
the land to park district specifications. All commissioners except Commissioner Lee had visited the site previously. Although
Commissioner Lee was excited and in agreement with starting the program, he expressed concerns about the ComEd land, as a
similar project was started in Crestwood and had to be abandoned due to the electrical lines. Commissioner Lee has the most
expertise in this field, and he stated that excavating this unchartered land could cost more than $10,000. It was motioned by
Commissioner Lee to proceed with the ComEd checklist and continue discussions at the next meeting. This motion was seconded
by Commissioner Shepard. Roll Call Vote: Lee - Yes, Shepard - Yes, Buckley - Yes, Murphy - Yes, all were in favor, the motion passed.

Commissioner Murphy presented his ideas of starting a youth soccer club, ages 4 to 9, as well as a youth baseball/t-ball program of
the same ages. He proposed using the field behind Horace Mann. Because of timing, he is suggesting the program start in the
Summer, as Spring dates are upon us. Commissioner Shepard recommended we collaborate with Director Shaw of the Calumet
Park Recreation Center as they have a great deal of experience in running a successful baseball program. Commissioner Shepard
made a motion that we start discussions and complete the necessary forms with Horace Mann about what the park district needs to
do to start the park district youth soccer, baseball and t-ball program in the field behind the school. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Murphy. Roll Call Vote: Shepard - Yes, Murphy - Yes, Buckley - Yes, Lee - Yes, all were in favor, the motion passed.
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Citizen Abrenia Sykes interjected to say that she has a close relationship with the principal at Horace Mann and once the proper
paperwork has been completed, please notify her so she can take it to the principal.

Commissioner Shepard motioned that the discussions on mental health and physical fithess program be tabled until further
information can be obtained. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Murphy. Roll Call Vote: Shepard - Yes, Murphy —yes,
Buckley - Yes, Lee —yes, all were in favor, the motion passed.

DISCUSSION & APPROVAL TO PURCHASE NEW OFFICE EQUIPMENT
Interim Executive Director Shepard proposed the purchase and implementation of new office equipment and technology systems.
To reduce people’s use of their own personal devices, she would like to get a new phone system that would allow everyone to have

their own extension and own direct dial number. This phone and voicemail can be accessed either in the office or on their cell phone
via the use of an app, or both. She has also requested the purchase of a new file cabinet as the existing storage drawers near the ED’s
desk are not sufficient to hold hanging files.

Commissioner Buckley motioned to approve the purchase of new office equipment and technology, not to exceed $8,500. The
motion was seconded by Commissioner Murphy. Roll Call Vote: Buckley — Yes, Murphy - Yes, Lee - Yes, Shepard - Yes, all were in
favor, the motion passed.

Interim Executive Director Shepard has asked that the park district refuse the PowerPlay grant award as the grant as written makes
promises the park districtis unable to keep at this time.

DISCUSSION & APPROVAL OF LAWNCARE SERVICES
Brothers United Property Services submitted a proposal for lawncare services in the amount of $375 per cut (every two weeks
seasonally). This would include 13640 Claire Blvd, Nesbit Memorial Park and Mable Lindsey Park.

A motion was made by Commissioner Buckley to accept Brothers United’s proposal with the following amendments: services would
include 13650 Claire Blvd and surrounding park district lot, Nesbit Memorial Park and the adjacent north field down to the telephone
pole on South Trumbull Ave, the removal of weeds on the fence and alley area on Trumbull Ave from the basketball court to the
telephone pole north of Nesbit Memorial Park and Mable Lindsey Park. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Murphy. Roll
Call Vote: Buckley - Yes, Murphy - Yes, Lee - Yes, Shepard - Yes, all were in favor, the motion passed.

IAPD LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION & CONFERENCE
There is no schedule of events at this time, just dates, hotel information and costs, and the cost of the conference. The deadline to

make reservations is April 17, 2026, Commissioner Shepard encouraged everyone to not wait until the last minute as space may no
longer be available at the host hotel(s).

Commissioner Shepard made a motion that we table approval until more information is released about the schedule of events,
which Mrs. Shepard agreed to forward to the commissioners as soon as it becomes available. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Murphy. Roll Call Vote: Shepard - Yes, Murphy - Yes, Buckley - Yes, Lee - Yes, all were in favor, the motion passed.

NEW ATTORNEY FOR INTER-GOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT
Commissioner Buckley presented an inter-governmental agreement he created for the park district to enter into with the Village of

Robbins with regards to the new football field and the Robbins Stormwater Park. Commissioner Lee suggested running the soccer
program from that same field. After brief discussions it was decided to table the discussion until the park district has an opportunity
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to decide what they would like in a closed session, then bring in a new attorney as our current attorney is unable to represent usin
this situation. After discussing with the new attorney the wants of the park district, then reach out to the Village (and possibly the
Eagles) so we can all sit down at the table.

Agenda item was for discussion only; therefore no motion was made to table this item.

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Ms. Andrea Roberson wanted to remind the board that they would need insurance for all the areas they discussed having
programming. She further agrees that if the commissioners go to the table about the new football field that Commissioner Murphy
should have full access to use it for his aforementioned programming.

Ms. Abrenia Sykes questioned if it was a conflict of interest for Commissioners Buckley and Murphy-Watts to discuss or vote on any
of the properties that may be related to the Village as they are Village employees. Commissioner Buckley argued that he is not an
elected official, nor a voting member of that body and therefore still maintains a voice in the conversation on behalf of the park
district. Commissioner Murphy-Watts was not present to address the statement.

Ms. Roberson asked the park district commissioners to help with the kids and hiding eggs at Easter Egg Hunt on Friday, April 3.

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Buckley made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by
Commissioner Murphy. On a voice vote, the motion to adjourn at 7:51pm was approved.

APPROVED:

Gilbert Shepard, Vice President

ATTEST:

Sheila Inman, Secretary
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