
ROBBINS PARK DISTRICT 
13650 S. Claire Blvd., Robbins, IL. 60472 

 Board Meeting 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2026 

6:00PM 
MINUTES 

     l.      CALL TO ORDER(TIME): 6:03PM                                 BY: BOARD SECRETARY SHEILA INMAN 
II.     PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (IN UNISON) LED BY: ALL 
 
III.    ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS: 
         __P__ Ryan Buckley 
         __P__ Terry Lee 
         __P__ Bobby Murphy 
         __P__ Gilbert Shepard 
         __P__ Angelia Murphy -Watts 
 
      QUORUM ESTABLISHED? YES   NO   (CIRCLE CORRECT RESPONSE): 
 
IV.         PRESENTATIONS: none   
V.          APPROVAL OF LAST MONTH’S MEETING MINUTES: Comm. Shepard asked Pres.  
              Murphy-Watts explained know Minutes.  
VI.         PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Pres. Murphy-Watts said know report just announcements,  
              Black History Patch Party Feb. 21, 2-5pm hosted by Ms. Abrenia Skyes, a reminder Pres.  
              stated she will be having meetings on Partnership next week for programs for Spring  
              and Summer and a 5 year strategic plan for the park district as well from Capital  
              Improvement, Programming, Enhance the Facility, that was all for her report.  
VII.        TREASURER’S REPORT: Comm. Buckley Greeted the Citizens for the Month of Jan. 1- 
              Jan. 30, 2026: Beginning Bal. $73,902.73 Ending Bal. $63,203.23 From the Operating  
              Fund, Current Balance: $81,537.12 as of Today with deposit in Feb. and Jan., For the  
              Capital Improvement Account Beginning Bal. $182,748.26 Ending Bal. $286,023.13 and  
              Current Bal. $352,188.38, Tax Base Account Beginning Bal. for Jan. 1, 2026 $35,040.00  
              Ending Bal. for Jan. 30, $35,214.09 Current $45,428.51 that was the treasurers report  
              As read from the three accounts Motioned to accept the treasures report for all three  
              accounts by Comm. Buckley and seconded by Pres. Murphy-Watts, Roll Call Vote:  
              Comm. Buckley yes, Pres. Murphy-Watts yes, Comm. Lee yes, Comm. Shepard yes,  
              Comm. Bobby Murphy yes. 
VIII.       DIRECTOR’S REPORT: none at this time 
XI.          COMMITTEE REPORT: 
X.           BUILDING & GROUNDS & PUBLIC SAFETY:  Comm. Shepard Reported All the Parks and  
              Equipment is up to part and make sure everything is ready for the summer  
              IPARKS (insurance company) came out to survey our parks and property and said we  
              would have to work on a couple things and we will take care of them , also the Van is  
              in the Shop the heater on the Van the Blower Motor went out an estimate was done  
              and it’s $820.98 to get fix with the work, labor, and Supplies needed to get it repaired 
              Pres. Murphy-Watts Motioned that we get the Van repaired by COOL RITE on 117th  
              Pulaski Ave. to do the Repairs Pres. Murphy-Watts asked it’s for the Van Correct? It  
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              was answered Yes also it was asked any discussions or questions?  None, It was  
              seconded by Comm. Shepard, Roll Call Vote: Pres. Murphy-Watts yes, Comm. Shepard  
              yes, Comm. Lee yes, Comm. Bobby Muphy yes, Comm. Buckley yes.  
XI.          RECREATION: None 
XII.         OLD OR UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Mobile Pantry, Pres. Murphy-Watts asked was there  
               Anyone here to talk about it? Andrea Roberson(from F.O.T.P.) asked did Everyone  
               receive the email? Pres. Murphy-Watts said yes and asked a question she didn’t see it  
               on the request when will it start? March is the target Month once a week on a  
               Wednesday 10-2pm is what Ms. Roberson stated and of Course we still have to talk to 
               Chicago Food Depository as we talked about earlier when we talked to you a discussion  
               Will happen for further information and then it will be brought back to the Board,  
               Attorney Muhamid asked a question she asked did we have Liability insurance if  
               someone gets sick Ms. Roberson said Yes, Comm. Murphy-Watts asked Mrs. Shepard 
               was she working with them(F.O.T.P.) she said no then Comm. Murphy-Watts continued  
               with everything will be all together when you presented again correct Ms. Roberson  
               said yes she also added we did go see it operating and let the Board know what she  
               seen this was just information given so she did say it was voted on back in November to  
               have it Mrs. Shepard wanted to add it would be two trucks one 28 foot truck  
               refrigerated and frozen foods, shelf stable foods that they can choose the other truck  
               would have produce only that the one to be unloaded and put on tables and choose  
               what they want now inside the 28 foot truck they will be guided and not touch anything 
               so towards the end there will be know food left whomever the partners are the Chicago  
               Food Depository make sure it goes to them, Pres. said they will wait for more  
               Information Mrs. Shepard added the delay is from the Chicago Food Depository So the  
               Friends did get to see it in Jan. so it’s still in process Comm. Shepard added it all boils   
               Down to it we just are trying to feed the people! Comm. Murphy-Watts asked a       
               question? She knows it’s to be on a Wednesday but if it’s a success will another day be 
               added we will find out later down the line for that because Tuesdays and Thursday are 
               already taken it was added as a Pilet Program was introduced for a second location the  
               program was for one day a week for 4 months and it was changed two days a week on 
               Jan. 27, 2026 Comm. Shepard said this is a new program so this so far has been working 
               So trying a different approach because the building they wanted to build didn’t fall 
               Through they want to make sure this would work first Comm. Buckley ask a question  
               What about the weather are there any other plans? Mrs. Shepard answered with the 
               Cold, or Extreme Heat, or Snow, if it rains tents will help but if the weather is too cold 
               They were trying to figure out for them to stay in there cars and work with a system  
               that would help to know when to come get the food or the park district building would  
               need to be used and Ms. Roberson said it would be asked Comm. Murphy-Watts said  
               know problem. 

a. Discussion of Property Issues: Tabled 
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b. Discussion of Personnel Matters: Tabled 
XIII.        NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Approval of the first payment of the Bond at Republic Bank for the amount of 
$130,043.56. Comm. Murphy-Watts asked the Board and Comm. Shepard  
Motioned to pay the whole total and Comm. Buckley seconded, Roll Call Vote: 
Comm. Shepard yes, Comm. Buckley yes, Comm. Lee yes, Comm. Murphy-Watts 
yes, Comm. Bobby Murphy yes. 

b. Approval of the Monthly bills for January 2026 for the amount of $2,757.95. 
Comm. Buckley said what needs to be added is the Expenditures List and the 
Invoice for Pineapple holdings for services for $390.80 which brought the total to 
$3,148.75 for the Month of Jan. 2026 Motioned by Comm. Shepard and seconded 
by Comm. Buckley , Roll call Vote: Comm. Shepard yes, Comm. Buckley yes, Comm. 
Lee yes, Comm. Bobby Murphy yes, comm. Murphy-Watts yes. 

c. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report on the Monthly Bank Accounts for January 
2026. Done 

d. Discussion and Approval for the deposit for the Dave and Buster Event on Sat. 
March 21st, 2026 from 6pm-9pm for the amount of $1,249.50. Comm. Murphy-
Watts talked about the Skating outing last Month that it was Great and then went 
on to say that our facility is small but during the winter months we can’t do a lot 
outside programs or activities so what is done will be done until the weather 
breaks! Comm. Buckley added this Event will provide food and drinks , also a $20.00 
game card for 100 kids and youth in Orland the pricing total $2,798.80 without Tax 
Exempt the only thing I’m asking the Board is about transportation and will this be a 
Free Event before we Approve it we need to discuss transportation or do you just 
want them to come themselves Comm. Murphy-Watts asked what’s the date? 
March 21, right yes was answered(Comm. Buckley) Comm. Murphy-Watts said she 
would go price a Bus and bring it back to the Board because it might be a charge for 
the bus Comm. Shepard said since it’s the 21st of March we need to find out right 
away Sec. asked about the down payment and Comm. Buckley said it would be  the 
full payment because we would be meeting after the payment is due so that’s why 
I’m asking for a full payment and about transportation Comm. Shepard asked about 
the price of the Bus when we went skating $350 since it’s right down the street we 
should wait to see how many would like to attend so we wouldn’t be out of $350 for 
a Bus that hasn’t have enough people riding Sec. suggested we should see how 
many people sign up the amount would change to $3,148.80 the cost itself with the 
transportation if needed Motion to pay for the trip with the changes by Comm. 
Buckley and seconded by Comm. Murphy-watts, Roll Call Vote: Comm. Buckley yes, 
Comm. Murphy-Watts yes, Comm. Lee yes, Comm. Bobby Murphy yes, Comm. 
Gilbert Shepard yes. Comm. Shepard added if we could bring these Events or Outing 
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up early so we discuss the logistics or who could go first come first serve in the 
future. 

e. Discussion and Approval for the deposit for the Chicago Sky(Women’s Basketball) 
Event for the amount of $1,545.60.  Comm. Buckley spoke on it August 1, 2026 
against the Las Vegas Aces within the packet includes a 30minutes with the group to 
see the Chicago Sky warm up, Group Picture, Gift Bags, Recognize the group you 
would have to meet early at the Door at 10:15am for the festivities before the game 
it starts at 12noon, 9am to leave early to have a count of children because adult 
supervision is needed the tickets are for 10 Adults and 30 for Children sign ups are 
limited once we reach our goal No exceptions it’s at the Wintrust this is a popular 
Women Sport and to give the kids the experience of going to a women basketball 
game the total amount outside the deposit is $3094.20 but if transportation is 
included we would have to add an additional $350.00 for the entire Event is 
$3,444.20 Comm. Shepard suggested about the time we would need to have the 
time Mandated and Comm. Buckley said that’s need to be a stick understanding to 
be on time! Comm. Lee said we could take this to the school districts to celebrate 
the students who have done well in school as a reward and acknowledge them!! 
Comm. Buckley said we can come up with something to Celebrate All the kids in 
both districts 143-143 ½  a Great Idea, Motion to approve the deposit for the 
Chicago Sky Game on August 1, for the amount of $1,545.60 by Comm. Murphy-
Watts and seconded by Comm. Shepard, Roll Call Vote: Comm. Murphy-Watts yes, 
Comm. Shepard yes, Comm. Lee yes, Comm. Bobby Murphy yes, Comm. Buckley 
yes.  

f. Discussion and Approval for the payment to The Robbins Alumni Association 
Dinner hosted on Sat. March 7, 2026 for the amount of $325.00. Comm. Buckley 
spoke on the one half would be paid by the park district and the other half by the 
friends of the park for a table of ten Motion by Comm. Buckley and seconded by 
Comm. Murphy-Watts, Roll Call Vote: Comm. Buckley yes, Comm. Murphy-Watts 
yes, Comm. Shepard yes, Comm. Bobby Murphy yes, Comm. Lee yes.  

XIV.         APPROVAL TO PAY THE BILLS: done,  
                     Comm. Buckley spoke on some Grants for the Board to look at the deadline is  
                     approaching March 4, is one date March 20, Sept 30, 2026, they’re the AARP  
                     Community Grant, the person to submit this is Mrs. Shepard who will explain  
                      This was suggested for the younger youth to work with the Senior Group it what 
                      She would write it towards a podcast a memo was sent as far as a cost and it would  
                      Be distribute during the summer and active and running and over by December of  
                      this year to see your numbers Comm. Murphy-Watts said is this the one for March  
                      4,? Mrs. Shepard said yes, Comm. Buckley asked can we ask for her services to  
                      Write it and submit the Grant. Comm. Lee asked can we take care of some unfinish  
                      business first before we just Vote on this and Comm. Murphy-Watts said Comm.  
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               Buckley can finish discussing it Comm. Buckley talked about the next Grant the CDBG  
               Grant which is due by March 20, we can discuss it gives us ideas about the park district  
               that we can use, the last was sent in Dec. it’s Com ED it’s due in Sept. 2026 those are  
               the three Grants I wanted to mention and bring to the Board.  
                       
XV.          CITIZEN’S PARTICIPATION (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY):  Mrs. Shepard asked about the Bus  

                For Dave and Buster’s and Sky Game but for the Dave & Buster’s since we didn’t have  

                that many for the skating event for transportation would you think a bus should be  

                paid for since it’s down the street? Maybe they should drive, for the first eight to ten  

               the Van could be used but for the Chicago Sky game they would have to be on the  

               Bus. Her question was who are the ten Adults? Parents, Supervisors, Commissioners? 

               So when advertise they know who would be able to go Comm. Buckley said when it      

               came to the ten Adults it would be the Volunteers and we can get documentation on     

               them and make sure it’s safe for them and Mrs. Shepard added your advertising for  

               kids Comm. Buckley said yes Mrs. Shepard commented 30 kids and not asking for  

              Adults Comm. Buckley answered with kids only. Andre Roberson asked what’s the age  

              Group? Comm. Buckley added for the Sky Game if it’s Kellar and Kolmar Kids 6-8th  

              Grade 10 years or 11 year old girls and boys Then Comm. Shepard asked should we  

              just put 6-8 grade? Comm. Buckley also commented on we could but you still would  

              have to make sure it’s known that it is 30 slots available also what Comm. Lee had said  

              to reward the kids who have done well in  the schools also Sec. added to visit the  

              three schools and have them pick from 10 students and you’ll have your kids with  

              know confusion Comm. Lee added are we keeping record of the skating event because 

              we don’t want to keep rewarding the same children we would want to spread it out  

               by choosing different children to give everyone a chance to enjoy the opportunity 

               Ms. Sykes answered it might be the same kids and Comm. Lee said we should still  



ROBBINS PARK DISTRICT 
13650 S. Claire Blvd., Robbins, IL. 60472 

 Board Meeting 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2026 

6:00PM 
MINUTES 

                check around to give everyone the opportunity Ms. Sykes commented on the Bus  

                if it’s limited transportation that’s what should be stated (Dave & Buster) but at the  

                Sky Game if it’s 30 people the rest can drive Comm. Shepard added a bus is needed 

                And Ms. Sykes was talking about the Dave & Buster with it being in Orland they  

                should be able to drive but if signed up early the Van could be used Debra Foster 

                added she could give the information from Kolmar Comm. Shepard asked should we 

                leave it up to the schools? Comm. Lee said it’s up to them he just wants us to utilize 

                some of the information that is given so we can go back and justify the things that  

                we do when searching for grants they want to know what kind of grants are you  

                looking for from the programs we’ve been doing to enhance the community not just  

                saying we gave some tickets out to the school from the park district to reward them  

                for excelling Ms. Sykes asked this is for the kids in Robbins right? YES! Andrea  

                Roberson talked about the Mobile Pantry if they get back with us before the meeting  

                and want us to start in March will a Special Meeting Be Called and Pres. Murphy- 

                Watts said yes. Sec. just added it’s just the lot and that’s going to be used if the  

                building is not provided they would sit in their cars until called , the Board said Yes. 

                Comm. Murphy-Watts just said it didn’t have a date(the letter that was presented). 

                Debra Foster (Rain Ready) wants to do a Bingo for a Fundraiser for a Memorial Site 

                That’s where the proceed would go she was asking permission to use the building  

                 For three times within six Months also a Bid Wis Event a fee of $2.00 for a Card for  

                 Bingo limited to 30 people she wanted to see if it’s a fee she mention it’s for the  

                 Memorial Site that will be by the Metro Station in Robbins on 139th street she  

                 explained how things would go and also with the Bid Wis that entrée is $5.00 cards  

                 will be played refreshments will be served also, bragging rights to the Winners! 
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                Comm. Shepard asked when will it start? Mrs. Foster said next Month Comm.  

                Shepard added when you come up with the Date and we would have a Special  

                Meeting to decide more questions were asked to give the dates third week in March 

              And the fourth Is what Mrs. Foster added on a Wednesday 11-1pm nothing is gone out 

              But she wants to get the flyers out in time for notice Comm. Lee added if she could  

              bring everything together on a letterhead from the organization on what the plans 

              and the logistics for the next six month for the dates. Alicia Dumas (Beaty if Holiness  

              Church in Robbins 13700 S. Ridgeway Ave. ) presented and outdoor event she’s asking  

              for Sponsors on July 25th 2026 for help they want to Close some streets off for  

              Outreach Outdoors, Baptisms, Give-Away, Free Food , Back To School Events also 

              She handing out a breakdown schedule, also Barbers as Well, Every third Saturdays of  

              the Month is free food with a food pantry also! She want to Partner with other  

              Churches or Organizations Fire and Police a youth Pastor is on Staff at their Church  

               whose willing to work with the kids, She also has a All About Us Tours in Chicago to  

               use her services to take the kids, seniors to outings, Comm. Murphy-Watts asked  

               where would this Event be Held? It would be here on the Park District Lot if we were  

               to partner with the Church Comm. Murphy-Watts asked if insurance is provided she  

               said Yes they have insurance yes it would be provided, Sec. talked about the Special  

              Olympics we have been providing for a Robbins Resident with SWSRA, Jamie Hall has  

              a Basketball Tournament March 14, 15, in Bloomington, IL. In March to stay for one  

              night at $299.00 he would like to asked if we could pay for his trip the time is 9-5pm      

              on the 14th and 9-1pm on the 15th and it’s a one night stay, Ms. Sykes asked from 

              Ms. Shemeka Leach for anyone from the Park District to Volunteering for the Special  

              Olympics on April 25-26, 2026 to help assist Ms. Sykes will send more information. It  
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                was asked where is it Joliet Park District. 

XVI.         ADJOURNMENT TO CLOSED SESSION PURSANT TO 5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(1), (c) (5) & (c )(11) 
                of The Illinois Open Meetings Act (if requested, for PERSONNEL, REAL ESTATE,  
                 LITIGATION). None at this time 
XVII.         RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: none at this time 

a. Consideration of Action, if any, of items discussed in closed session.  

XVII.         ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING:  7:15pm Motioned to Adjourn and go into  

                 Close Session by Comm. Buckley and seconded by Comm. Murphy-Watts. 


