ROBBINS PARK DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 15, 2026, 6PM
13650 CLAIRE BLVD, ROBBINS, IL60472

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT OTHERS PRESENT

Ryan Buckley Sheila Inman, Secretary

Terry Lee Lina Shepard, Interim Executive Director
Angelia Murphy-Watts Kaylin Reese, Attorney

Gilbert Shepard

ABSENT
Bobby Murphy

QUORUM ESTABLISHED? Yes

CALLTO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Secretary Inman called the special meeting to order at the Robbins Park District, 13650 Claire Blvd, Robbins, IL at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Upon aroll call Commissioners Buckley, Lee, Murphy-Watts and Shepard were present.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Ernestine Berry Beck came to present before the board. She was offered her consulting services to get the funds allocated for the
Robbins Park District from the State. During her presentation she experienced a medical emergency and had to leave the meeting.
Commissioner Lee and Secretary Inman escorted her to receive medical care.

Attorney Reese suggested we move forward with the meeting as there was still a quorum after Commissioner Lee departed with Ms.
Berry Beck. The meeting resumed shortly after their departure.

Commissioner Lee was not present for any votes.

Commissioner Shepard motioned that IED Shepard be the Acting Secretary for the remainder of the meeting. This motion was
seconded by Commissioner Murphy-Watts and carried.

APPROVAL OF JANUARY, FEBRUARY AND MARCH MEETING MINUTES

Commissioner Buckley moved that the January 21, February 18, March 25 and March 31, 2026 minutes be approved as written. This
motion was seconded by Commissioner Shepard. Roll Call Vote: Buckley - Yes, Shepard - Yes, Murphy-Watts - Yes, all present were
in favor, the motion passed.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
President Murphy-Watts thanked everyone for coming out to the Dave & Buster’s event.

TREASURER'’S REPORT

The Treasurer reported the following beginning balances on February 27, and ending balances on March 31, 2026:
Acct ending 1488 beginning balance $73,421.98 ending balance $63,487.95

Acct ending 0303 beginning balance $263,761.67 ending balance $329,582.92

Acct ending 8345 beginning balance $45,430.20 ending balance $45,979.80
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The account balances as of today, April 15, 2026 were as follows:
Acctending 1488 - $57,981.64

Acct ending 0303 - $414,356.56

Acctending 8345 - $46,159.85

Total account balances: $518,498.05

A motion was made by Commissioner Murphy-Watts to accept both the Treasurer and President’s Reports as given. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Buckley. Roll Call Vote: Murphy-Watts- Yes, Buckley —Yes, Shepard- Yes, all present were in favor, the
motion passed.

Commissioner Buckley followed up on President Murphy-Watts’ statement regarding the Dave & Buster’s event. He reported that 34
cards were distributed out of the 100 received, leaving 66 remaining $20 cards. These remaining cards will be divided evenly among
the Juneteenth Event, Robbins Safe Summer Event, and Children’s Day at the Robbins Festival.

He also noted two upcoming outings: the Chicago Fire game on May 23, 2026 at 7:30 PM and the Chicago Sky game on August 1,
2026. At the suggestion of Commissioner Lee, the Chicago Sky tickets, which include a 30-minute experience, will be awarded to
top-performing Robbins students.

APPROVAL TO PAY THE BILLS
Commissioner Buckley moved that the March bills in the amount $6,294.92 be approved for payment. The motion was seconded by

Commissioner Shepard. Roll Call Vote: Buckley - Yes, Shepard - Yes, Murphy-Watts — Yes, all present were in favor, the motion
passed.

Interim Executive Director (IED) Shepard presented her report, which included updates on Partnerships and Community
Engagement, Workforce Support through MFS, Financial Reporting and Compliance, the upcoming IAPD Legislative Conference
(May 2026), and Summer Events and Initiatives. She also provided an update on office equipment and technology implementation.
IED Shepard noted that a draft budget will be presented at the next regular meeting scheduled for May 20, 2026.

The |IED presented the following items for Board consideration. All motions were approved unanimously by those present:

e Approval for the Robbins Rib Fest to post signage on Park District property, including Trumbull Avenue and Claire Boulevard.
Motion by Commissioner Shepard, seconded by Commissioner Buckley.

e  Approval for the Robbins Safe Summer Event to post signage on Park District property.
Motion by Commissioner Shepard, seconded by Commissioner Buckley.

e Approval for the Robbins Park District to participate as a vendor at the Juneteenth Celebration and sell concession items.
Motion by Commissioner Shepard, seconded by Commissioner Buckley.

e  Approval for the Park District to participate in the Blue Island 4th of July Parade, including use of the Park District van and
authorization to purchase candy not to exceed $300 for distribution.
Motion by Commissioner Murphy-Watts, seconded by Commissioner Buckley.

e Approval to allocate up to $1,000 for school supplies for the August 8 Back-to-School Giveaway hosted by the Robbins Park
District and Robbins Friends of the Park.
Motion by Commissioner Murphy-Watts, seconded by Commissioner Shepard.

e Approval to obtain pricing and authorize expenditures not to exceed $1,700 for a parade float and candy for the Robbins
Festival and Parade in September.
Motion by Commissioner Shepard, seconded by Commissioner Buckley.
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IED Shepard stated that, moving forward, she will submit an annual calendar of events alongside the budget for Board approval.
Once approved, expenditures for events already included in the budget will be processed through the Treasurer without requiring
additional Board action.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Commissioner Shepard gave an update on Building, Grounds & Public Safety, stating that new playground mulch would be installed
at Nesbit Memorial Park next week.

In the absence of Commissioner Murphy, Commissioner Shepard gave a brief report on Recreation. He stated there was no update
on the ComEd project on Kolin Ave. However, he and Commissioner are moving forward with the baseball club that will be for
children ages 5 to 9 years old. The anticipated start date is May 1%; we are awaiting the certificate of insurance from our insurance
company. Flyers for the pragram will go out as soon as everything is finalized with the school.

OLD OR UNFINISHED BUSINESS
PD Legislative Reception & Conference in Springfield on 4-8, 202
Commissioners Shepard and Buckley, as well as IED Shepard asked to attend. |[ED Shepard stated the following cost for the
conference:
e Commissioner Shepard — $215 registration fee plus shared hotel
e Commissioner Ryan-$300 registration fee plus hotel
e Interim Executive Director Shepard — $300 registration fee plus shared hotel

Commissioner Murphy-Watts moved that the expenses to attend the conference for Commissioners Shepard, Buckley and |ED
Shepard be paid by the park district. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Buckley. Roll Call Vote: Murphy-Watts —Yes,
Buckley - Yes, Shepard - Yes, all present were in favor, the motion passed.

Juneteenth Event

Commissioner Shepard moved that $5,000 be given to Robbins Friends of the Park to assist with the expenses of the Juneteenth
event hosted by the park district and Friends of the Park. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Buckley. Roll Call Vote:
Shepard - Yes, Buckley —Yes, Murphy-Watt - Yes, all present were in favor, the motion passed.

Di A . f Holiness P hi

Alicia Dumas and Daluan [sp] of Beauty of Holiness Church appeared before the Board to respond to questions regarding a
proposed partnership with the Park District for a back-to-school event scheduled for July 25, 2026.

Ms. Dumas stated that the church is seeking to partner with the Park District and requested the following: permission to conduct
full-dunk baptisms, use of Park District tents, tables, and chairs, and a monetary contribution of $2,500 to support the day-long
event.

Attorney Reese advised that certain aspects of the request, specifically the proposed religious activities, may raise legal concerns
related to the use of public resources and potentialimplications regarding religious exercise. She indicated that she would conduct

further legal review and provide guidance to the Board.

The Interim Executive Director (IED) informed Ms. Dumas that a response and next steps would be provided following receipt of the
attorney’s findings.
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Former President Roberson stated it should be no different than the Village hosting a gospel concert during the fest, the only
questionable part is the baptisms.

Update On The Mobile Pantry
In Sheila’s absence, Friends of the Park Ms. Roberson stated there is no update at this time.

NEW BUSINESS
Commissioner Buckley reported that the Park District secured 30 tickets for the Chicago Fire game on May 23, 2026 (10 chaperones,

20 youth) and obtained transportation pricing.

Citizen Abrenia Sykes inquired about transportation costs. Commissioner Buckley stated the Park District would cover the expense.
Commissioners noted that bus transportation ensures timely arrival, supports coordinated electronic ticket entry, and allows
participants to fully utilize the included pre-game experience.

April Foods Day
Interim ED Shepard will attend no expense to the park district.

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
Citizen Vanessa Robinson asked how she could get copies of the minutes since December 2025 to present, she was informed the
minutes were just approved for the year thus far and they would be posted tonight. Ms. Robinson also wanted to know if the vendors

forthe various events mentioned in the Director’s report would be required to have a sanitation license. The answer was yes.

Ms. Roberson asked if Commissioner Lee would be recorded as absent, the Acting Secretary clarified he was not absent, the record
will show that he was in attendance and left to accompany Mrs. Berry Beck for medical treatment.

Ms. Roberson who is representing Friends of the Park was asked for an updated budget for Juneteenth.

Ms. Sykes informed the Board of plans to plant a peach tree with youth participants in May (date to be determined) and proposed a
July walk-a-thon in partnership with the Park District. She will follow up with IED Shepard regarding both events.

There being no further comments, Commissioner Murphy-Watts moved to adjourn to closed session at 7:31 PM. The motion carried.

APPROVED:

Vit
Jgoit 4 / A0

A eli?ﬂurphy-wégs, President

ATTEST:

Lina Shepard, Acting Secreta
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